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words in actual conversation. Accurate thinkers and
close reasoners, who avoid vague and general expres-
sions, and wait till they find the word that exactly
fits their meaning, employ a larger stock; and eloquent
speakers may rise to a command of 105000, The new
Oxford Dictionary promises to bring the number of
words to 250,000. The Hebrew Testament says all
that it has to say with 5,642 words ;1 Milton's poetry
Is built up with 8,000; and Shakespeare, who pro-
bably displayed a greater variety of expression than
any writer in any language, produced all his plays
with about 15,000 words.

Five hundred roots, therefore, considering their
fertility and pliancy, were more than was wanted for
the dictionary of our primitive ancestors, nay, with
proper management, even for our own times, when
there are 245,000 living, and 95,000 fossil species of
animals to be named, 100,000 living species, and 2,500
fossil species of plants, to say nothing of crystals,
metals, and minerals.

And yet something more was wanted. If our an-
cestors had a root expressive of light and splendour,
that root might have formed the predicate in the names
of sun, and rnoon, and stars, and heaven, dawn, morn-
ing, day, spring, joy, beauty, majesty, love, friend,
gold, riches, &c. But if they wanted to express here
and there, who, what, this, that, thou, he, they would
have found it impossible to discover any predicative
root that could be applied to this purpose. Attempts
have been made indeed to trace these words back to
predicative roots ; but if we are told that the demon-
1 Kenan, Xtistoire, p. 138.